What Do My PSAT Scores Mean?

(and what about this alphabet soup?)
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When will | receive my PSAT Scores?

If your school submitted tests by... Your scores are available on...
October 9, 2026 October 22, 2026
October 23, 2026 November 5, 2026
October 30, 2026 November 12, 2026

Your school decides when to submit its tests, so ask your counselor which date applies.
Scores appear in your College Board account, and in the BigFuture School app if you gave a mobile number at testing.
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What Do My PSAT Scores Mean?

PSAT Score Report — What do these numbers mean?
What is National Merit?
SAT vs. ACT — Which one should | take? When?

What is the Digital Adaptive SAT?

How do | get ready for these tests?
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PSAT Score Report

PDF from your counselor

(click for College Board booklet)

PSAT/NMSQT Sample Score Report

PSAT/NMSQT

Your Score Report

Name: Parker Pupil

© CollegeBoard | ZXR Mt i Whnronamion Grade: 11

Test administration: PSAT/NMSQT Fall 2023
Tested on: Oct. 10, 2023

Record Locator: 4561264

School Code (Al/CEEB): 123456

PSAT/NMSQT Scores

TOTAL SCORE

1120 = 7o

Score Range: 1090-1170
Average Score (all testers): 1100

SECTION SCORES

Reading and Writing

620 % eoth*

Your Score Range: 540-650
Average Score (all testers): 600

Math

500 | & 70th*

Your Score Range: 520-540
Average Score (all testers): 530

* Percentiles represent the percent of 11th grade
test takers from the past 3 years who scored the
same as or below you.

Score range: This is the range of scores you

could possibly get if you took the PSAT/NMSQT
muftiple times on different days

Knowledge and Skills e SCHOLARSHIP CORPORATION
View your performance across the 8 content domains measured on the NMSC SELECTION INDEX SCORE
PSAT/NMSQT.
| 48-

174 %
Reading and Writing Math

You meet entry requirements for the
Information and Ideas Algebra National Merit Scholarship Program.

(26% of test section, 12-14 questions) (35% of test section, 13-15 questions) Look on page 2 of this report for more

! ! [ ! | & [ | | | | |[;=== information.

Craft and Structure Advanced Math
(28% of test section, 13-15 questions) (32.5% of test section, 12-14 questions)

L | (e || S | | S— —

Expression of Ideas Problem Solving & Data Analysis
(20% of test section, 8-12 questions) (20% of test section, 7-9 guestions)

| [ || S | | S— —

Standard English Conventions Geometry & Trigonometry
(26% of test section, 11-15 questions) (12.5% of test section, 4-6 questions)

L | [ ——— — ||| S — —  —

Two Versions

Log into Big Future app or College Board website

Score Insight

Your Score

Your School (Avg.)

1000

Your State

75th Percentile

75% of students scored the same as or below you

Knowledge and Skills
Dig deeper into your PSAT 8/9 section performance.

See All Score Comparisons —>

See All Percentile Comparisons —

See Reading and Writing Skills —

See Math Skills —
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PSAT Score Report

 Score Insight |

. Your Score

e Total Score
on a scale of

75th Percentile
See All Percentile Comparisons —> 3 2 O — ] 5 2 O

75% of students scored the same as or below you

Knowledge and Skills
Dig deeper into your PSAT 8/9 section performance.

See Reading and Writing Skills —

See Math Skills —
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PSAT Score Report

Section Scores

The PSAT/NMSQT'’s Reading and Writing section and Math section
both focus on the necessary skills for college and career success.
View your section scores and compare them against our readiness
benchmarks. Learn more about benchmarks.

Reading and Writing Scale: 160 - 760 Scale: 160 = 760

You've met the Reading and
Writing benchmark (460)! Learn

which Reading and Writing skills

6 2 0 can help you improve,

ke Combines results | Combines results

Your Score Range 590-650

. from both Verbal | from both Math
The Reading and Writing benchmark for the SAT is 480. If you plan to take mO dUle S mO dllle S

the SAT next year, we estimate you'll score between 590-700.
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PSAT Score Report

Log into Big Future app or College Board website

Score Comparisons

Learn how you scored compared to other test takers. Some comparisons may not be available.

Total Reading and Writing Math

Total Score Comparisons

Compare your score to the average scores of the following student groups who tested when you did.

Your Score Your State (Avg.)
1080 1225

Your School (Avg.) Your Country (Avg.)
1233 1326

Your District (Avg.) All Testers (Avg.)
N/A 1183

Total Score Percentile Comparisons

Compare your score percentile among the following groups of 12th-grade test takers from the past three years. Find practice options to help you improve.

@ Scored the same as or below you

YOUR SCORE 1 0 8 0 Scored above you

Your State Your Country All Testers
10,000 Testers 1M Testers 5.5M Testers
2 5th \ 1 Oth 63rd

percentile percentile percentile

Score Comparisons
*Compared to graduating

cohort

eRanks include:

eCountry
oState

o All testers
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PSAT Score Report

X

National Merit Selection Index

(2 x Verbal) + Math = Selection Index

PSAT/NMSQT

NATIONAL MERIT
6 Co]'legeBoard / : SCHOLARSHIP CORPORATION

Your NMSC Selection 1 O
INDEX Score

Example:
199 Verbal: 620

Score Calculation M d 't h 5 O O

Reading and
Writing Math

2(710) + 570

=199
10

(620 x 2) + 500 =174

based on PSAT/NMSQT scores as an 1 O

NMSC® uses a Selection Index score

initial screen of students who enter its

scholarship<aagiaiis=a-aalc ulate your
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PSAT Score Report

For students in National Merit Commended or Semifinalist
range, the qualifying selection index scores from Class ot 2027 for
Texas were:

e Commended - 208 (set on a national basis)
® Range over last 5 years: 207 - 210

e Semifinalist — 219 (set on a state-by-state basis)
® Range over last 5 years: 219 - 222
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National Merit Process

e Junior year PSAT is the official test for entry

APRIL - JUNIOR YEAR
Commended scores become public

* First step in the process

e About 1.4 million students take the
PSAT/NMSQT junior year SEPTEMBER - SENIOR YEAR

Semifinalists notified & advance

OCTOBER - SENIOR YEAR

: . , ) Commended students notified
Click here tor in-depth information on

the National Merit Scholarship FEBRUARY - SENIOR YEAR
orogram and the process for Finalists notified
becoming a National Merit Scholar.

MARCH - SENIOR YEAR

Scholarships begin to be awarded

WWW.WOODLANDSTESTPREP.COM (713) 205-1807



https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1wbnGuCpMTMa_NMx6pr0efX4dwVH5rWgLteETRY1biWY/edit?usp=sharing
http://www.woodlandstestprep.com

How to prepare for National Merit

e Remember that cutoft scores are VERY high in Texas
* Dedication to practice is important
* |deally, start during or right after sophomore year

* Focus serious prep and practice during summer between sophomore
and junior years
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PSAT Score Reporting

* PSAT scores are NOT reported to colleges. For most students,

they only serve as a great resource to indicate what areas need
work for the SAT.

* The test is aimed at 11" graders, particularly in math. The math
test is heavily focused on algebra up through Algebra Il. Ninth
and 10" graders need to remember that they will cover that
material in time.

e Students’ scores on spring SATs go up more often than down.
Relatively lower SAT scores show larger gains.
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Practice Feedback

Knowledge and Skills

ot o s o e *| 0g in to the student’s College Board account
to access more resources

Math Knowledge

e eEach content area gives a band of
| performance. Evaluate which were
L et s e stronger/weaker

showing how you did.

Algebra (35% of test section, 13-15 questions)

I —— e *Click through to Skills Insight questions tor

View skills and example questions in the next score band exa m p ‘ es a t t h e Sa m e d iffi C U ‘ty ‘ eve ‘

Advance d Math (32.5% of test section, 12-14 questions)

Performance: 470-540

Problem Solving & Data Analysis (20% of test section, 7-9 questions)

Performance + 420-460
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SAT vs. ACT — Which one is right for me?

e All colleges accept either test.
You have choices!

eYou can choose to focus on
only one test.

eEach test has a "personality.”

*Each student’s processing
style, strengths, and
weaknesses create preferences
for one test or the other. P —
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SAT vs. ACT — Which one is right for me?

Exact same format as PSAT

Much more time per question; less overall
testing time

No long passages!

~ocused math: almost all algebra plus some
data analysis and geometry

Desmos calculator available on all math
questions

More complex wording and vocabulary

. 4 sections: English, Math, Reading, Science
(Science is optional)

. Much faster paced; similar overall testing
time

. Straighttforward; easier reading level overall

. Math covers broad range of topics — there’s
more geometry!

. Science section is reading graphs and
tables
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SAT vs. ACT — Which one is right for me?

Total: 2 hrs 14 min Total: 2 hrs 5 min
(Without Break) (Without Break)

% One short paragraph * Long reading passages

per verbal question Reading & Writing English * Faster paced, more

* More complex wording Base Module . straightforward
and vocabulary 32 minutes ! 35 minutes

* Math has limited topics

but more depth . " * Optional science tests
* Students can use their JREECILTERRAUIGT | : reading graphs & tables,
own computers to test Adaptive Module ‘ not science knowledge

32 minutes
o [N

On Paper Digital

* Math has huge number
of topics

Math

50 minutes
Digital

Math

Base Module
35 minutes

Time per question:
57 sec

Time per question:
82 sec

&
__Dad

Section Adaptive:
2nd module adapts to
1st module performance

I
X|=

Reading

Math

Adaptive Module 2 hr 40 minutes
35 minutes

Each student
gets the same

Science (Optional) questions

40 minutes
+[%
Xi=

Built-in Desmo; or Score Ranage Score Ranage Persqnal Built-in
personal graphing graphing calculator
calculator 400 - 1600 1-36 calculator (Digital only)

(Both formats)

OO@®W

NATIONAL TEST PREP ASSOCIATION

ﬁ Woodlands Test Prep

Test Prep and Academic Tutoring v
www.woodlandstestprep.com | (713) 205-1807 “)Woodlands Online* FOUNDING MEMBER

% |
u'.l;
-

" . BEST TUTOR & TEST PREP L
Improving scores since 2011! .,
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Format differences - Detalls

Testing method Onscreen / Own device On paper / Ignore digit-al option
Overall Time 2 hours 14 minutes 2 hOllI.‘S : m1n1.1tes (2. hours 43
minutes with Science)

Time per Question Average 32 sec. Average 57 sec.

Adaptive: Number right on baseline
section indicates which second | Each question worth one point; raw
Scoring Method section; experimental 1tems score correlates with scaled score;
embedded; some questions have experimental items mixed in
more weight

Most handled through the computer:
Accommodations extra time, etc.; paper versions Handled 1n the traditional way
available rarely

Allowed on all math sections; Bring your own; TI-Nspire CAS not
built-in Desmos calculator allowed

13 days 10- 17 days 2
&Y Woodlands
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Content differences - Detalls

pou

-/ -

No long passages; single paragraph

per question; Traditional format: 4 passages, each
Reading heavy emphasis on more difficult with 9 questions; straightforward
vocabulary; wording
poetry and old texts
Basic grammar and writing 5 passages, most with 10 questions.
Writing mechanics; single paragraph per Mix of grammar and rhetorical
question. questions.

Approximately 70% Algebra, 15% |Smorgasbord of all math learned since
Data Representation; 15% Geometry; | middle school; 25% Geometry; no
some formulas provided formulas provided

Reading comprehension of charts and

tables; very limited science knowlg
\
\
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SAT vs. ACT — Which one is right for me?

* To decide which one is better, compare ACT score with either
SAT score (best) or PSAT score (good).

e Take a full-length official practice test at home to get a baseline

score. We can provide one for freel No need to take on the
record!

e Compare scores using Concordance tables (ACT vs. SAT).
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When should | take the SAT/ACT?

Things to Consider

e Math level — Both tests cover Algebra Il. Fall testing is ok if the student has
already taken Algebra Il. Spring testing is recommended it taking Algebra |l
in 11" grade.

AP classes - SAT May date is right before AP testing begins.

e Extra-curricular activities — When is crunch time? When can extra prep time

be absorbed?

e Farly decision / admission deadlines — For senior year, how many test dates
will be available for re-taking the target test?

e Remember — Most students take their chosen test at least twice and often
three times. Make sure to allow time.
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Testlng Calendar
click above for downloadable version)

August 22, 2026 September 19, 2026
September 12, 2026 October 17, 2026*
October 3, 2026 December 12, 2026*
November 7, 2026 February 27, 2027
December 35, 2026 April 10, 2027*
March 6, 2027 June 12, 2027*
May 1, 2027 July 10, 2027 A
V4
June 5, 2027 S g 3
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Test Prep "Pro Tips”

Y Consider how the student learns best and his or her realistic motivation
level

o In a group or class
o One on one tutoring
o Independently — books or videos
% Prep before taking a test “on the record”

% If ACT, try to take the first time when the test booklet (actual questions) is
available: look for “starred” dates on our calendars.
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Test Prep "Pro Tips®

* We're happy to help you think through your testing plan.

% Fill out the Contact us form for a free consultation! Or call us at
/13-205-1807 or email us at success@woodlandstestprep.com.
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